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THE H’S: THE SPASMS OF A REQUIEM (A MEDITATION ON THE EFFECTS 
OF ROMANTICISM, MODERN ARCHITECTURE AND THE LOVE OF 
ADVENTURE IN THE LIFE OF A SUICIDE VICTIM) 

Last night, I found more documentary remnants for The H’s: the Spasms of a Requiem – the 
performance. The piece was based on my book, hand printed by Brian Richard’s Bloody Twin 
Press. The work had DeMaupassant phrases throughout and was about a man who dies over and 
over by different means.  

I was extremely lucky to have lived in Gainesville, Florida when Jill Burton was home from her 
performances in New York. Her extended vocal techniques and stage presence in the best 
alternative venues transferred well to The H’s. We collaborated and Jill’s group Sumac and 
musician colleagues created memorable performances. 

For this event at the Samuel Harn Museum auditorium on the U of F campus, we received New 
Forms support and later recognition awards from the State of Florida. On the web, I created a 
documentary of the production, complete with animation. Original films have been located. 

Christy Sheffield Sanford, foreground, with Sumac: 
Anneliese Diaz, left, Donald Wade Posey, Gregory 
Jones and Jill Burton.  Full article from The 
Gainesville Sun at end of this exhibit.
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From the Gainesville Sun, Scene Magazine

July 17, 1992
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